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President's Message
Mary Williams

President
AAUW Washington

president@aauw-wa.org

I’m sure many would say that the holidays are the busiest time of the year.  Being the
primarily anti-social person that I am, I find that for me the spring is much busier.  Days
are getting longer and there’s more to do outside. That doesn’t seem to lessen the
amount of paperwork and planning that needs to be done to keep this organization
functioning and headed in the right direction.

In the world of AAUW-WA we are in the midst of the legislative session and so our
advocacy efforts are in full-gear.  Its time to begin thinking about wrapping up the current
year’s business and preparing for next year.  And, then, there’s the Annual Meeting and
elections to worry about.  Wow!  There’s a lot that needs to get done.  We are still
looking for a couple of board members for the 2023-25 term.  We hope that anyone
interested in serving will speak up now so that you can be duly elected in April, and part
of the planning that’s required even before you even officially take office in July.  It’s a
frustrating situation when you find yourself implementing what someone else planned, so
we hope you’ll be part of the decision making

A couple of human dynamos, Sandra Distelhorst and Barbara Sando, have been working
at full-speed all year.  The work Sandra has done to increase our Public Policy advocacy
efforts and impact is second to none nationally.  The Lobby Day she put together for us
was exceptional and we’ve had nothing but positive feedback.  At several points during
the meeting we had more than 100 participants on Zoom.  That level of outreach is
amazing.  Barbara has been incredibly busy as well.  After her instrumental work that
more than satisfactorily resolved our IRS standing, she has taken on her role as Bylaws
Committee Chair with equal fervor.  She developed the proposed Bylaws amendments
that will go to the membership at our April Annual Business Meeting, and has completely
rewritten our Policies and Procedures so that they match both the Bylaws and what we
actually do in practice.  We owe her an incredible amount of thanks for accomplishing so
much so quickly.

mailto:president@aauw-wa.org


After a very productive 2nd Sunday Sustainability Summit in January, I decided it would
be best to cancel February’s Summit, which had the unfortunate fate of falling on the
same day as Superbowl LVII.  Instead, we will meet on March 12th for the purpose of
presenting and discussing the proposed Bylaws changes (both ours and National’s), the
revisions to the Policies and Procedures as approved by the State Board, and
introducing the candidates up for election.  So, if you join us on March 12th, you will
actually get a 3-day jump on the official publication in the March edition of the Evergreen
Leader.

Please look for information elsewhere in this issue of the EL for information about the
April Annual Meeting.  I hope that you will make joining us a priority. 

State News

Meeting Details Coming Soon! 

Some big changes have been happening in the planning of our annual meeting, so we ask for
your patience as we iron out some of the programming details. Please check our AAUW-WA
website over the next few weeks.  The most updated annual meeting details will be posted
there!  Of course we will also send information out to your email once details are finalized.  

The most important details for everyone in your branch: 

1.  The date: Saturday, April 15th
  8:30-12 - AM Annual Meeting program / 1 PM - Business Meeting

2. The cost: $35- AAUW member, $20- student member and $20- 1st time attendee
3. Registration Link:  CLICK HERE

If your branch had considered spending branch funds to send representatives to the
in-person annual meeting, perhaps some or all of those funds could be used to
encourage your own branch members to attend at little or no personal cost.  We know
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of at least 2 branches who have decided to do that already.  We look forward to seeing
everyone in April! 

Our morning will be presentation oriented starting with networking at 8:15. The meeting will

keep all of us informed and energized about the good work being done on many fronts.

Our afternoon Business Meeting will start at 12:30pm. For those newer members of AAUW,

the business meeting will help you understand the workings of the state organization.

Morning Annual Meeting | 8:30am -12:00pm

Full Agenda Coming Soon!

Afternoon Session [separate (FREE!) registration required]

1:00pm Annual Business Meeting

We hope you will participate in our entire program, but will understand if you can only join us

for part of the day. Please feel free to attend whichever sessions you can. We think you will

find all of the information presented to be of value.

Optional: Add a donation with your registration!

Note: AAUW-WA is a 501c4, therefore donations are not recognized by the IRS.



Membership Corner

Kathy Halsan & Cathy Cavness
AAUW Lewis County

aauwlcmembership@gmail.com

Membership Chair Gathering

Welcome to Membership Corner!
Kathy Halsan. and Cathy Cavness are planning a virtual gathering for all of you Membership
V(I)P’s via Zoom.  The date and time will be announced soon.   

The idea is to get acquainted, share ideas, plans, goals, and tell stories. The branches are
what make AAUW-WA great! Every branch is special and offers unique opportunities and
experiences in our communities. You, VPs for Membership are VIP’s indeed, so we hope you
will plan to come and get acquainted with each other!

The Membership Team
Cathy C.,Kathy H., Mary W., Mary N., Jodi F., Nadine B., Katherine C., and Emily Chair.



Tech Trek
Karen Manelis

Program Director

AAUW WA Tech Trek
techtrek@aauw-wa.org

 

Tech Trek 2023: We Have Dates!

We finally have connected with PLU for our 2023 camp weeks. Camp Dunbar, July 9-15 and

Camp McClintock, July 15-22, 2023!

Tech Trek Needs a Few Good Women!

While there is almost always a need for on-campus staff (especially dorm monitors and health
aide/nurse), we also have some vacancies on the Tech Trek Planning Committee. Jennifer
Dalziel, a Tech Trek teacher for the last several years, is stepping up to be the Camp Director at
PLU. She still needs some back-up support (co-director or assistant director) for both weeks.

Our longtime Fundraising Coordinator Dorothy McBride is moving into another role with SPF
and will not be able to fulfill both roles. The Fundraising Coordinator’s primary role is working
with the branches, keeping track of the donations they receive for Tech Trek and assuring funds
are available to support the campers each branch supports. Some fundraising advice and an
occasional grant proposal are also a part of this position, but no direct fundraising is expected.

Curriculum Coordinator: The curriculum coordinator is an educator who keeps track of the
academic side of Tech Trek, helping to recruit teachers, working with teachers on curriculum for
both core classes and workshops. Background as an educator is a plus.

Check out the job descriptions for the on-campus positions on our website - Click Here.
Branches are encouraged to invite the teachers who nominate campers to participate as on-
campus volunteers to get a real feel for what the girls they nominate experience. Branches with
STEM Recognition Scholar programs need to encourage their scholars to serve as student
counselors at Tech Trek.

If you or others in your branch are interested, please complete the inquiry form on the Tech
Trek WA website, techtrek-wa.aauw.net, at the link above. Deadline to apply is March 31.
There will be ample training once you apply. We really need YOU!

With COVID-19 still a factor in our world, there will be additional requirements for all campus
staff. All staff must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 per AAUW mandate. We will be following

mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
https://t.e2ma.net/click/42dd2g/0zk9zi/wcs49l


PLU campus guidelines for masking (currently indoors only) and social distancing.

We are still working on determining core classes for both PLU and looking for additional
teachers. We know PLU core classes will include environmental forensics and wearable tech.
We are looking for a robotics teacher and possibly a body systems teacher. Campers will select
one core class from those offered (attended four mornings during week). The core classes will
be taught by highly qualified middle school teachers, almost all veterans of previous Tech Trek
camps. Afternoon offerings will include hands- on labs in areas not specifically covered in the
core classes.

As mentioned above, here’s your chance to be daring and experience the Tech Trek experience
like no other!

 AAUW-WA YouTube Channel
Judy Peasley

Communications Director
AAUW Washington

communications@aauw-wa.org

Did you know that all videos, webinars and state meetings are available for you and your
branch to view?  All you need is the link below that will take you to our private YouTube
channel.  If you have any problems accessing the videos, or questions about the content or
how to use them with your branch, please contact Judy Peasley at the email above.  

AAUW-WA YouTube Video Playlist

Click HERE to go directly to the January 8, 2023 Sustainability Summit Video

Click HERE to go directly to the December. 11, 2022 Sustainability Summit Video

Branch Events

Lewis County Branch

Peggy Hammer

Lewis County Branch
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100 years ago (1923) ... 

Calvin Coolidge becomes President following the sudden death of Warren Harding
New York Yankees win their first World Series
The Ten Commandments is the top grossing movie of the year

And the Lewis County Branch of AAUW is established in Washington State!

To recognize 100 years of advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education
and research, the Lewis County Branch of AAUW will be hosting a Centennial Celebration on
February 25th.  The event will feature displays highlighting chapter activities and
accomplishments over the 100 years.  In addition, three members will be honored who have
each achieved more than 50 years with the Chapter, as well as previous branch Presidents.

Questions?  
aauwlcpresident@gmail.com

Puyallup Branch

Joan Cronk

Puyallup Branch Publicity Chair

Puyallup Valley AAUW members have been fortunate to attend two recent events, thanks to

busy and hard working Program Co-Chairs, Jo Ingram and Barbara Walker. 
On January 10, members were treated to a tour led by Lynda Belt, Exhibit Designer and

Festival Coordinator for the Karshner Museum.  Belt gave a brief introduction and encouraged



visitors to take their time touring the current exhibit celebrating National Hat Day, as well as

other ongoing exhibits.  In 1930, Dr. Warner Karshner endowed Puyallup School District with
artifacts to start a museum that would provide a hands-on, engging use of primary sources to

enrich childrens' education according to Karshner Museum's website.   
On January 21, Haley Sebens, Sr., Deputy Prosecutor for Skagit County Prosecutor's Office

and daughter of AAUW member Janet Wolcott, shared her experiences.  Sebens gave the
group an informative oversight of the challenges of her job, her case load of sexual assaults

and crimes against children.  
Twenty-five members attended the event and after her presentation Sebens answered

questions from the audience.  

Looking forward, our program chairs have scheduled a presentation entitled "Medical Research
and the Ethics of Human Participation in New Drug and Device Approvals" by Kelly Fitzgerald,
PhD and daughter of member Jeanne Fitzgerald.  Kelly works for WCG Independent Review
Board.  

Calendar and Upcoming Events
AAUW-WA State Calendar

The official calendar for AAUW-WA can be found on our website at:  
 https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/activities-information/calendar 

If you wish to have a branch event added to the calendar, 
please use the process described in this Branch Sharing Form.

General Information
Publishing Schedule

Please send articles and images for the state newsletter to Judy Peasley at 
evergreenleader@aauw-wa.org  

Please use MS Word format; Font: Calibri size 12 
Articles with images, limit to 450 words; without images, limit to 550 words

We are hoping that most articles can meet these guidelines.  If you have a special article that 
exceeds this limit, we understand, but ask that you do your best to limit the article length.  
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**Remember that written permission for publishing is required from any person shown in a 
photo that is published.  The branch or officer submitting the photo is responsible for getting 
and keeping the signatures of the people granting permission to publish.

The next issue will be published on Wednesday, March 15, 2023.  Articles submitted for 
publication are due by Wednesday, March 8, 2023.  Please send the articles to Judy Peasley 
at evergreenleader@aauw-wa.org   The newsletter will be reviewed by Mary Williams before 
publishing - and as always, available on our website AAUW-WA State
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