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AAUW Washington State
Virtual Summer Meeting

National Five Star Program – India Nishi

AAUW  WA Leadership Meeting – Five Star
Agenda

• What is the Five Star Program?
• Program Overview
• National Recognition Levels
• Details for Each Star Category

• Programs
• Advancement
• Communication and External Relations
• Public Policy and Research
• Governance and Sustainability

• Where to Get Help
• Tips For Success
• Questions?
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Five Star National Recognition Program – What Is It?

• Program that rewards affiliates for aligning work with:

• AAUW strategic plan *
• Other Initiatives that foster organization mission

Mission. To advance gender equity for women and girls through research, education, and advocacy

• Branches, States, and Affiliates win “stars” as they take actions to 
further alignment

* https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2020/03/2018-AAUW-Strategic-Plan.pdf

What Are AAUW’s Focus Areas?

https://www.aauw.org/issues/
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Education

https://www.aauw.org/issues/education/

Workplace and Economic Equity

https://www.aauw.org/issues/equity/
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Leadership

https://www.aauw.org/issues/leadership/

Program Overview

• Runs from July 2019 through June 2021
• National website has section devoted to Five Star*, which 

includes:
• Description on each category
• Criteria for each star
• Area to submit proposed responses
• Video with additional information

* https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/5-star-program/
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Recognition Levels

Four levels of National recognition depending on how many ”stars” are earned

Two or More Stars Three or More Stars Four or More Stars Five Stars

First Star - Programs

Must 
complete all 

Tasks!!
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Programs – What’s Changed?

• Program # reduced 
from 3-5

• Virtual/digital ok

Examples of Programs
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Second Star - Advancement

Only Two 
Tasks 

Required

Advancement– What’s Changed?

Shift in branch giving to Greatest Needs reduced from 50% to 25%
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What is the Greatest Needs Fund?

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/governance-tools/state-branch/how-to-support-aauw-through-fundraising/

What is the Legacy Circle?

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/support-aauw/leave-a-legacy/
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Giving Options

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/support-aauw/leave-a-legacy/

Third Star – Communication/External Relations

Must 
complete all 

tasks!!
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Communication/External Relations– What’s Changed?

No changes 
noted

Website and Social Media Examples
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Fourth Star – Public Policy/Research

All tasks 
required

Make sure to 
load name in 

MSD!

Public Policy/Research – What’s Changed?

Alternate official ok
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Public Policy Examples

https://ww3.aauw.org/files/2017/10/Action-Network-sign-up-sheet-nsa.pdf

https://ww3.aauw.org/resource/action-network-sign-up-sheet/

Lobby Day 2020! Action Network Event Signup

Fifth Star – Governance/Sustainability

Must 
complete all 

tasks!!
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Governance/Sustainability – What’s Changed?

Strategic Plan 
requirement not as firm

Succession Plan 
resources 

Strategic Plan
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Succession Planning

What Whatcom Used New National Template

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/5-star-program/

Where to Get Help

AAUW 5 Star Website:  https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/5-star-program/

Contact AAUW Five Star:  fivestar@aauw.org

AAUW Advocacy Toolkit: https://www.aauw.org/resources/policy/advocacy-toolkit/

Washington 5 Star Focal:  India Nishi (fivestar@aauw-wa.org)

AAUW WA Website – A webpage is in work and should be up shortly
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Tips For Success

• Look at the tasks as a way to move your branch AND 
AAUW as a whole  forward 

• Don’t be intimidated by what looks onerous – you may have completed more activities than you think

• Don’t be afraid to bring forward something you aren’t sure will be accepted  - AAUW National 
is willing and able to help

• Talk to other branches that have had success – ask what they did

Questions?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!!!!  YOU CAN DO THIS!!!!!
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