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AAUW-WA Leadership 
Conference 
August 24, 2019 

Wenatchee Convention Center 
121 North Wenatchee Avenue 
Wenatchee Washington 98801 

8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Eileen Baratuci,  
Former Program Director 

AAUW Washington 

This year’s Summer Leadership Conference will 
be held at the Wenatchee Convention Center.  
The theme for this year’s meeting is Exploring 
the Challenges of Change.  The meeting agenda 
can be found below. 
 
The cost for the conference is $40.  This 
includes a continental breakfast and lunch and 
pays for the facility rental.  Information on how 
to register can be found below. 
 
The recommended hotel for those who wish to 
stay overnight is: 

The Coast Wenatchee Center Hotel 
201 North Wenatchee Avenue  
Wenatchee Washington 98801  

To make reservations call (509) 662-1234 (ask 
for reservations & request the AAUW of 
Washington Discount).  Or use the website 
https://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/washing
ton/wenatchee/coast-wenatchee-center-
hotel/  
 
To contact the convention center call 509-
662-4411 or via e-mail at 
info@wenatcheeconvention.org..

https://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/washington/wenatchee/coast-wenatchee-center-hotel/
https://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/washington/wenatchee/coast-wenatchee-center-hotel/
https://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/washington/wenatchee/coast-wenatchee-center-hotel/
mailto:info@wenatcheeconvention.org
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Registration 

Judy Prince, 
President 

AAUW Washington 
president@aauw-wa.org 

 
Washington’s summer Leadership Conference will be on August 24 at the Wenatchee Convention 
Center.  As usual, we are working on a series of presentations and workshops.  Lunch and a 
continental breakfast are included in the $40 registration fee.  You can register at:  
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=psxfmitab&oeidk=a07egfguoese7a8cbba
. 
The state board will meet on Friday afternoon at the Wenatchee Coast Hotel (across the street 
from the convention center.) We will spend Friday night at the hotel.  No restaurant for Friday 
dinner has been selected. 

Agenda 

Eileen Baratuci, 
Former Program Director 

AAUW Washington 
 

Exploring the Challenges of Change 
 
8:30 AM-9:00 AM: Continental breakfast and registration 
 
(Note:  Stretch breaks will be inserted throughout the day)  
 
9:00 AM-10:00 AM: A Road Map for Strategic Planning- Mary Williams, AAUW-WA Program 
Director will discuss the reasons behind strategic planning, the process used by AAUW-WA and 
the steps branches can take to effectively plan for the future. 
 
10:00 AM -11:00 AM: A call to Action: Public Policy Objectives for Local Branches: Karen Anderson 
AAUW-WA’s Public Policy Director will provide us with a brief legislative update, then she will 
discuss how to turn your organization’s policy objectives into action.  
 
11:00 AM- 12:00 Noon: Growing your Branch-Walla Walla Branch ‘President Tracii Hickman will 
discuss why Walla Walla is the fastest growing branch in Washington. She will share her ideas on 
how your branch can grow its membership. 
 
Noon to 1:30 PM: Enjoy a wonderful lunch buffet catered by the Convention Center, featuring 
local products and produce. 

mailto:president@aauw-wa.org
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=psxfmitab&oeidk=a07egfguoese7a8cbba
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=psxfmitab&oeidk=a07egfguoese7a8cbba


The Evergreen Leader Summer, 2019                

 

3 

 
1:30-2:30 PM: Changes for Tech Trek Funding-Bridging the Gap-Karen Manelis AAUW-WA Tech 
Trek Director will discuss how Washington State will pursue continued funding for Tech Trek in 
light of changes to AAUW-National’s program priorities, including what branches can do to help. 
 
2:30-3:30 PM: Partnering with our Community Colleges-India Nishi, Board Member for the 
Bellingham Branch, has been working with local colleges and universities.  Find out how AAUW 
can become more relevant to students on campus and help them understand what our 
organization has to offer.   Learn how to engage these potential lifelong members with the hope 
these efforts will encourage them to continue their membership once they leave school and 
begin their new careers.  
 
3:30-4:30 PM: Diversifying our Membership-Eileen Baratuci, Former AAUW-WA Program 
Director, will discuss AAUW National’s effort to diversify our membership and how vital that is 
for AAUW’s future. She will discuss how the term “intersectionality” is used in the AAUW-WA 
Strategic Plan and why that concept has become more important to addressing the full array of 
barriers to equity. She will then focus on what factors to consider when trying to diversify our 
membership.  
 
4:30-5:00 PM: Share your Success: An open discussion regarding successful branch programs, 
plans for recognizing 100 years of Suffrage, growing your membership base, diversifying your 
membership or partnering with a local interest group or organization for an event.  
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President’s Message 
 

 
Judy Prince, 

President 
AAUW Washington 

president@aauw-wa.org 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the more relaxed days of summer. 
 
The state board would like to see a good turnout for our summer meeting.  This is not just for 
those who are or will soon be branch leaders.  It’s also for those considering a leadership role.  
After the meeting, you should be able to say: “I can do that.”  I believe we all have leadership 
skills but don’t know. 
 
This year, we are going to meet in Wenatchee, not Ellensburg.  The meeting will be at the Coast 
Wenatchee hotel, only blocks from the Columbia, and the Wenatchee Convention Center.  You 
should have received information separately to register.  More information is available in this 
issue of the Evergreen Leader.  In case you missed the notice, register at: 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=psxfmitab&oeidk=a07egfguoese7a8cbba 
 
Please consider voting in the upcoming Primary Election on or before August 6.  Don’t miss the 
general election in November.  Ballots in my county arrive about 2 weeks before the election.  
We also get a paper voters pamphlet so we can inform ourselves about the candidates.  Although 
this is an off year (no elections for national office) it is still important.  The more local the 
jurisdiction, the more likely the elected officials affect your daily life.  It is possible that there are 
no contested elections on your ballot, do check. 
 
Many AAUW Washington members know that we are having a joint 2020 Convention with 
Oregon in Vancouver, Washington.  Because there is no national convention in 2020, we are 
making it a regional convening by inviting people from Idaho, Alaska, and Hawaii.  The invitation 
will go out to all state presidents.  Maybe you can meet someone from Utah, Nevada, or northern 
California.   The program team is already working on the program.  We will be at the Heathman 
Lodge, April 17-19.  (Oregon convention starts April 16.) 

mailto:president@aauw-wa.org
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=psxfmitab&oeidk=a07egfguoese7a8cbba
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Last, but not least. we will be electing a new president and Finance VP next year.  Those two 
positions are term limited – Marziah and I will have served two terms.  If you are interested, 
please let a board member know.  You could serve a year on the state board to see what happens 
there.  If you would like to serve on the state board, appointed positions are open.   
 

 
State News 

 

Highlights of 2019 Annual Meeting 

Eileen Baratuci, 

Former Program Director 

AAUW-WA 

 
Those who were able to attend the Annual Meeting on Friday evening met Kim Churches, 
AAUW’s Chief Executive Officer, for a candid look at the issues facing AAUW nationally, including 
the financial challenges that have impacted operations and programing. Her PowerPoint 
presentation is on our AAUW-WA website at https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/files/2019/02/2019-State-

Conv_Kim-Churches.pdf .  
 
Judith Entwife and Judy Prince, AAUW-WA President welcomed the attendees with Judith in full 
historical costume in honor of the Bellingham’s 100-year celebration.  
 
Mary Williams, AAUW-WA Board Member provided everyone with an update on AAUW-WA’s 
initial strategic planning process, asking for input from members on the steps taken thus far, then 
asking the attendees to help prioritize strategy and action plans going forward. 
 
Our keynote address on Saturday included a comprehensive overview on Immigration Rights-
Helping Families, Women and Children in a Time of Need, by local Immigration Attorneys, Leta 
R. Sanchez and Holly P. Pai. Their Power-Point presentation can be viewed on the AAUW-WA 
website at https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/files/2019/02/2019-Immigrant-rights.pdf. Their stories of 
individual cases of immigrants and asylum seekers and the government’s efforts to obstruct the 
path to both immigration and citizenship was distressing, but both speakers gave ideas about 
how you can help.  
 
Jackie Sandmeyer, Founder TIX Education Specialist and an attorney, provided an excellent 
overview of Title IX. She explained schools and universities can recognize the needs of potential 
victims while still providing a neutral and objective investigation process, something that has not 
always happened in the past.  
 

https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/files/2019/02/2019-State-Conv_Kim-Churches.pdf
https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/files/2019/02/2019-State-Conv_Kim-Churches.pdf
https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/files/2019/02/2019-Immigrant-rights.pdf
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We also heard from Representative Sharon Shewmake, 42nd Legislative District, on why she ran 
for office; a “First Time Candidate’s Story.” She told us what inspired her to run, the amazing 
support she felt from the people she met along the way and she provided insight into the 
legislative process.  
 
After the meeting, the Bellingham Branch invited us to an enjoyable evening of waterfront dining 
to help mark their centennial celebration and relax and get to know more of our state members.  
 
Information about our Annual Meeting 2019 is available on the website: https://aauw-
wa.aauw.net/2019/02/17/2019-state-annual-meeting/   
 

Photos from the Annual Meeting 

 
Gwen Parker 

AAUW-WA 
 

 
Left, Speaker Kim Churches, AAUW CEO and former Seattle area resident.  Right, Bellingham 
Branch President Judith Entwife, in her Suffragette costume, marking Bellingham Branch’s 100th 
anniversary. 
(Photo of Kim Churches courtesy of Susan Moen).  
  

https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/2019/02/17/2019-state-annual-meeting/
https://aauw-wa.aauw.net/2019/02/17/2019-state-annual-meeting/
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Left, Judy Prince talks with Edmonds SnoKing members, seated, Janice Holsbo, and Phyllis Keiley-
Tyler; standing next to Judy is Emily Hitchens from Highline Branch. Right, State Rep. Sharon 
Shewmake, who spoke at the Saturday meeting, stands with Bellingham Branch President Judith 
Entwife. Shewmake is from Bellingham and is a professor at Western Washington University. 
 

 
Left, Mary Alice Peterson, Olympia Branch, presents new Legacy Circle member Robin Kagan of 
Bellingham Branch, with her pin.  Right, Mary Alice announces a previously unpublicized Legacy 
Circle member, Kathy Pickett of Hudson’s Bay Branch. 
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Left, Edmonds SnoKing members Janice Holsbo and Phyllis Keiley-Tyler.  Right, from left, Robin 
Kagan, Bellingham, Catherine Chambers, Bellingham, AAUW CEO Kim Churches, former state 
president Barbara Sando, and former Bellingham president Susan Moen. 
 

 
 
Members of the Olympia Branch at Friday night’s dinner.  From left, Marziah Kiehn, Mary Alice 
Peterson, Jane Owens and Jeanette Lomax.  (Note:  Marziah is a dual member with Bellingham 
branch as her primary.) 
 



The Evergreen Leader Summer, 2019                

 

9 

 

Tech Trek WA 2019 

 
Karen Manelis 

Tech Trek Director 
AAUW Washington 

techtrek@aauw-wa.org 
 

TECH TREK:  Spectacular, Thought-provoking, Energizing, Marvelous Week  
 
On July 14 130+ girls converged on the Pacific Lutheran University campus in Tacoma for a week 
jam-packed with activities centered on science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). These 
girls are headed into the 8th grade this fall, coming from 15 Western Washington branches plus 
five girls selected by WA Online branch from areas where there is no AAUW presence. 
 
Eight highly qualified middle school teachers taught core classes on stardust astronomy, 
Chemistry, App Inventor (computer coding), robotics engineering, marine biology, cybersecurity, 
physiology and physics (hot air balloons).   The girls enjoyed field trips to either Harbor Wild 
Watch, Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium and Northwest Trek and all participated in a Financial 
Literacy half-day session, Multiple hands-on mini labs, an evening hearing/interviewing local 
professional women working in STEM fields and a presentation/star party facilitated by the 
Tacoma Astronomical Society kept the girls busy all week..  During the week they were 
shepherded by a cadre of AAUW volunteers, acting as camp counselors, health aide, directors 
and assistants. 
 
Sounds fun, doesn’t it?  Well it will be repeated July 28-August 3 when 55 girls descend on Eastern 
Washington University in Cheney.  
 
All AAUW WA members (along with local press outlets) are invited to come and observe the EWU 
camp in action on Thursday, August 1, either morning or afternoon.  In order to have sufficient 
guides on campus for “crowd control”, reservations are required.  Please email tt-
eastern@aauw-wa.org with your choice of the morning or afternoon session for Thursday, 
August 1 and how many will be coming with you.  Specific directions will be sent to you.  This is 
also your chance to invite local educators and/or sponsors to see what the program is all about.  
There may even be a photo op with the girls from your area! 

mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org
mailto:tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org
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Twenty-two branches throughout the state took on the challenge of contacting their local 
schools, screening applications, interviewing and selecting students who were invited to attend 
and alternates “just in case”.  These branches also raised funds to support the campers – from 
contributions by members and local businesses to redirecting branch funds.  Anacortes and 
Tacoma reached out to their communities and secured contributions to support 10 campers from 
Tesero Refining and Marketing Company (Skagit County) and the Dimmer Foundation 
respectively.  Colville and Palouse-Garfield successfully reached out to local businesses and 
service organizations to fund 11 and six campers (respectively). To date, over $194,000 has been 
raised within the state for Tech Trek WA for 2019.   
 
It’s never too early to look toward next year:  Now is the time to start laying the foundation with 
your local schools and start a fundraising campaign.  Information on contacting schools is on the 
AAUW WA Tech Trek website, www.techtrek-wa.aauw.net, under the “Forms” tab.  Help is also 
available on how to raise funds (1. Attend state all member meeting, in August.  2.  Set branch 
fundraising goal.  3. Go! … ). Direct your questions now to techtrek@aauw-wa.org and get started 
on choosing local girls for the 2020 camps! 
 

Tech Trek WA 2020 

Karen Manelis 
Tech Trek Director 

AAUW Washington 
techtrek@aauw-wa.org 

 
SAVE THE DATES 

 
We have secured two consecutive weeks at PLU in 2020 for Camp Dunbar and Camp McClintock.  
Dates are July 12-18 and July 19-25.  The Eastern camp at EWU is tentatively set for July 26 to 
August 1. 
 
Attend a Visitor’s Day in 2019 (July 18 at PLU, August 1 at EWU; make reservations at 
techtrek@aauw.wa.org to catch the Tech Trek spirit and get involved in the 2020 camps!   

  

http://www.techtrek-wa.aauw.net/
mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:techtrek@aauw.wa.org
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Tech Trek-WA Visitors’ Days 2019 

 
Karen Manelis 

Tech Trek Director 
AAUW Washington 

techtrek@aauw-wa.org 
 
The staff of TECH TREK-WA invite you to spend some time with 2019 campers, tour the facilities, 
and sit in on classes/labs on Thursday, July 18 at Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) or Thursday, 
August 1 at Eastern Washington University (EWU).  
 
This is your chance to see the curriculum live! Carpool and see your AAUW friends and meet the 
girls that your branch selected and sponsored.  Branches are encouraged to invite teachers, 
counselors and administrators who nominated students and community members who provided 
financial contributions. 
 
Members have the option of spending the entire day, starting at 9 a.m. through Professional 
Women’s Night (ending about 8:30pm), or coming for either morning (9-noon) or afternoon (1-
4p.m.) through dinner and Professional Women’s Night.  You will be on your own for lunch and 
dinner; you can eat at the dining commons or where ever you would like to go off campus. Core 
Classes (8 different classes at PLU and 4 classes at EWU) will be offered in the morning (9-11:30 
am) and Rotating Labs comprise the afternoon (1-4:30 pm).   
 
Please RSVP to techtrek@aauw-wa.org for PLU or tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org for EWU with who 
will attend and your arrival time.  Meeting place and parking instructions will be sent when 
reservations are received. 
 
Karen Manelis     Florence Young 
Director, Tech Trek WA   Director, Tech Trek EWU 
techtrek@aauw-wa.org   tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org 
 
Kat Hughes  
Camp Director, PLU  
tt-pludunbar@aauw-wa.org  
 

  

mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org
mailto:techtrek@aauw-wa.org
mailto:tt-eastern@aauw-wa.org
mailto:tt-pludunbar@aauw-wa.org
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Tech Trek and the WA-Online Branch 

Dorothy McBride 
Finance and Membership 

AAUW Washington-Online Branch 
waonlinebranch@gmail.com  

 
Since 2014, the Washington Online branch has stepped up to recruit and select campers for Tech 
Trek—girls who are from school districts without an AAUW presence. Since the beginning, 
members of conventional branches, such as Palouse-Garfield, Anacortes and Olympia, have 
helped with interviewing nominees.  This year, these branches also recruited applicants from 
outlying districts near them.  The WA Online 2019 committee—Leslie Gitomer (Stanwood-
Camano), Ellen Imsland (Colville), and Florence Vining (Puyallup Valley)—under the guidance of 
Connie Dunkelberger (Tacoma) selected 15 girls.  Five will be attending PLU and 10 will attend 
EWU.  They come from districts all over Washington state:  Cheney Middle School, Cheney: Chief 
Moses Middle School, Moses Lake; Lake Roosevelt Jr High School, Coulee Dam; Colton School, 
Colton; Cedarcrest Middle School, Marysville; Lopez Island School, Lopez Island; Toledo Middle 
School, Toledo. Lake Roosevelt Jr High School, Colton School, Lopez Island School and Toledo 
Middle School are sending their first Tech Trek Campers this year. 
 
At the request of AAUW WA Board of Directors and the Tech Trek WA Committee the tiny and 
far flung Online branch agreed to take on this worthy project.  However, we all know that given 
the size and logistics of the organization, the branch was not able to commit to raising the funds 
to sponsor these campers.  Tech Trek WA has benefited from successful fundraising of 
undesignated funds that have been used to give many girls from remote areas the opportunity 
for the life-changing experience of Tech Trek.  Now, however, for 2020 and beyond, we need to 
replenish those dollars.   
 
How can YOU help?  Here are some ideas: 
 

Send leads for foundation or corporate grants that would support campers from the state 
of Washington as a whole to tt-development@aauw-wa.org, 
 
Make your own donation to AAUW-WA SPF, P.O. Box 1665; Bellevue, WA 98009.  
 
Donate online: here is the link: https://techtrek-wa.aauw.net/ Use the Special Projects 
Fund link **preferred.  
 
Join Washington Online:  it’s just $20 a year and you’ll help make Tech Trek possible for 
girls who otherwise would not have a chance to attend.   

 
Contact: waonlinebranch@gmail.com for more information.  

  

mailto:waonlinebranch@gmail.com
mailto:tt-development@aauw-wa.org
https://techtrek-wa.aauw.net/
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Upcoming Events and Dates  

Kyle McEligot 
Communications 

AAUW Washington 
communications@aauw-wa.org 

 
Lobby Day is scheduled for Monday, January 27, 2020.   
 
The joint convention with AAUW Oregon is planned for April 17 - 19, 2020 in Vancouver. 
 
The Evergreen Leader is published three times a year, in conjunction with each of our major 
events.  For 2019-2020, the due dates for submissions are: 
 

• November 1st (Lobby Day) 

• March 1st (Convention) 

• July 1st (Leadership Conference) 
 
The Evergreen Leader is then posted to the web site on the 15th of the same month.  Members 
receive an e-mail notification when the newsletter is available.   
 
Articles from the branches about their activities are always welcome.  If you wish to submit an 
article for the newsletter, please contact the communications director at 
communications@aauw-wa.org  
 
 

mailto:communications@aauw-wa.org
mailto:communications@aauw-wa.org
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Branch News 

AAUW Edmonds SnoKing 

STEM Recognition 
 

Sunny Strong 
AAUW Edmonds SnoKing 

 
 
 
Lauren Agte (left) was a perfect choice to address the high 
school scholars, their families, and the AAUW members whose 
mission is advancing equity for women and girls. She spoke at 
the May 11th meeting of AAUW/Edmonds SnoKing. Informed 
by her 13 years at Boeing and her role as a Process 
Improvement Lean Consultant, Lauren presented a road map 
for achievement for all ages. She urged the group to weather 
setbacks, rebound, and to act on our goals. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tharu Lansakaranayake (right) is the winner of a $1600 AAUW 
Edmonds SnoKing scholarship. It is her hope that one day she will 
be able to return to her parents' homeland in Sri Lanka to provide 
much needed state of the art medical care. 
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Eleven high school seniors were honored as STEM scholars: 
 

Edmonds Woodway HS: (All science) 
Vanuatu Lou, Alexandra Siecke, and Eva Villavicencio 

 
Lynnwood HS:  
Katie Riley (Math) Huyen Ngan Nguyen (Science) and Kaylee Kobashigawa (Technology) 

 
Meadowdale HS: Sehe Choi (Math)and Hailey Stephens (Science) 

 
Mountlake Terrace HS:   
Aimee Long (Math) Carly Stave (Science) and Autumn Sanders (Technology). 
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AAUW Gig Harbor 

Fund Raising Luncheon 
 

 
 

Karen Anderson 
AAUW Gig Harbor 

 
It is a sparkling Spring day and ninety (90) people are enjoying delicious salad lunches at the 
Canterwood Clubhouse in Gig Harbor while listening to a short presentation by a recent Tech 
Trek participant and a very entertaining keynote talk by expert gardener Marianne Binetti 
(second from right in above picture).  Welcome to the Gig Harbor Branch’s Garden Party, an 
annual fundraiser to support Tech Trek participants, high school scholarships, as well as branch 
programs and projects.    
  
Luncheon guests are greeted with a warm welcome and a glass of champagne.  In addition to the 
speakers, there is a silent auction and a bingo game with gift card prizes.  One fun highlight of 
the luncheon is a dessert dash when groups seated at the various tables collect funds to bid on 
the luscious looking desserts.  The highest bidding table chooses their dessert first.  This year’s 
dessert dash generated $1,931!  We think the champagne helped.      
  
The Gig Harbor Branch has hosted six fundraising luncheons, beginning in 2012.  In addition to 
the income produced by the luncheon, each year we have attracted an increasing number of 
individual and business donations, most in conjunction with the luncheon.  One of our goals has 
been to turn this effort into a community event rather an AAUW member event and we are 
making progress. The luncheon also brought in some new branch members.   
  
Planning a luncheon and related activities takes lots of work.  However, these efforts have 
produced not only funds for Tech Trek participants and other scholarships, but have generated 
very positive publicity about AAUW in our community.  The luncheon and our other efforts have 
generated almost $17,000 for us this year.  Your Branch might want to give it a try!    
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AAUW Puyallup Valley Garden Tour 

 
Joan Cronk 

AAUW Puyallup Valley 
 
The AAUW Puyallup Branch held their 2nd annual Puyallup Garden Tour on Saturday, June 22nd. 
 
Six local gardens were chosen for this year’s tour and AAUW volunteers worked with the 
homeowners to plan the event, sell tickets for the tour, promote it throughout the area and then 
worried about the weather for the event. 
 
On the day of the tour, the weather cooperated and with over 350 tickets sold, combined with 
local business sponsorships and donations, the branch netted a profit of over $11,000 to support 
Tech Trek, the Gwen Fletcher Memorial Scholarship and the AAUW Innovative Teaching Grant.  
 
Under the capable and dedicated leadership of Nancy Dahl, Director, and branch President Bev 
Strodtz, a group of enthusiastic and involved volunteers saw that the tour came off without a 
hitch.  
 
Gardens ranged from an English cottage garden where visitors entered through three arches and 
strolled through pathways bordered with roses, lilies, hydrangea, peonies and other wonders, to 
formal gardens peppered with unique combinations of plants, sculptures and water features, to 
the Ed Hume Seed Company Educational Garden designed to engage children. A city garden 
surrounding a downtown Puyallup home built in 1907 delighted guests with unique ways to grow 
vegetables integrated with flowers and trees scattered throughout this more urban space. A 
suburban garden paired dense plant material with brightly colored accents designed to bring a 
smile. Attendees shopped for a variety of garden accessories and specialty plants at the vendor 
booths located at each garden.  
 
AAUW members relied heavily on a loyal and hard-working group of community volunteers on 
the day of the event as they helped answer guest’s questions, stamped tour tickets, tracked 
where guests heard about the tour and how far they had traveled to participate. 
 
The 2nd annual AAUW Puyallup Garden Tour was a success and plans are already in the works for 
the next tour to benefit STEM education for women and girls in 2020-21. A website maintained 
by the branch will highlight 2019 event-day photos and sponsors and connect potential sponsors, 
volunteers and vendors to the 2020 event. The website is https://puyallupgardentouraauw.org/.  
Watch the site for the 2020 event date to be determined soon.  
 
Pictures from the 2019 gardens are below.   
  

https://puyallupgardentouraauw.org/
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AAUW Walla Walla Spring Social 

 
Tracii Hickman & Judy Peasley 

AAUW Walla Walla 
 
Walla Walla AAUW welcomed over 100 of our members and guests on Wednesday, May 8th, for 
our AAUW Spring Social --A Time for Celebrations. It was a fun and inspirational evening. We 
elected our 2019-20 executive board, and the membership learned about the updated financial 
process and 2019-20 budget.  Together, we celebrated our long-standing members, and 
recognized the 50 + new people who have joined since last year’s spring social, bringing our 
membership to 214.  Members had the chance to connect with friends, meet new people, 
celebrate the many accomplishments of our organization, present awards to some remarkable 
women, and honor some very deserving members and community supporters.  We also enjoyed 
a slideshow of highlights from our 2018-19 year.   
 
Over $50,000.00 was awarded to women in our community in direct support of AAUW’s mission 
to “advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.” Each of our 
members plays a role in this fundraising and we are grateful for everyone’s part in raising these 
funds!  
 
Our funds scholarship and grant recipients include a variety of deserving individuals and groups: 

• Secondary Scholarship--Ana Angel-Ortega, Torrin Helbling, Katelyn Huesby, Cynthia 
Montalvo, Kristin Pretorius, and Makya Theis each were awarded $2500 scholarships to 
support their continued education.  This scholarship was established in our branch to 
recognize women who have had an interruption in their education and are striving to 
continue, despite the odds.   

• NCCWSL scholarship– Aline Uwase (WWCC) and Malorie Wilwand (WWCC) were the 
recipients of this scholarship, which allows them an all-expense paid trip to the National 
Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL), the nation's premier 
conference for college women. Aline and Malorie traveled to the University of Maryland 
for this transformative experience and we plan to hear about their experience at the fall 
social.   

• Community Mini-Grants--$17,500.00 was awarded to groups in our community whose 
work aligns with the AAUW-WW mission.  Recipients for this year included the 
following: Lincoln High School library update, Reach Out & Read (St. Mary/Providence), 
Christian Aid/Child Development Program, BMAC (adult literacy outreach/volunteer 
support), Children’s Home Society (Valle Lindo/summer), Plus Delta “The Club”, Camp 
Invention, Shakespeare Walla Walla, Little Theater (summer children’s theater), 
Carnegie Picture Lab, Transitions Learning for Life (Latino Club/Scouts), Impact! (art and 
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writing therapy for women in transition) and YWCA “Notes from the Road” (photo 
exhibit). 

• Named Gift Honorees--$6000 was contributed to the AAUW-National Greatest Needs 
Funds, on behalf of several worthy recipients of the Named Gift Award.  Community 
Honorees included: Vera Bohlman and Larry Cannaday from SonBridge, Andy Winnett 
and students from WWCC John Deere Technology program, Bobbi Hazeltine and WWCC 
Women’s Basketball team and Nolan & Kathleen Lockwood – WW Harvest Foods. Each 
of these honorees contributed mightily to our successful Book Sale.   

Pictures from the event:  
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AAUW Walla Walla Kitchen Tour 

 
Cecile Ervin & Donna Murray 

AAUW Walla Walla 
2019 AAUW Kitchen Tour Co-Chairs 

 
The Walla Walla Affiliate of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) invites 
everyone to join us for our 17th annual AAUW Kitchen Tour to take place from 12:00 -5:00 pm 
Sunday, October 6th.  Tickets for the fund-raiser are $20.00 each and are available at Earthlight 
Books, Bright’s Candies & Gifts, or at our kick-off site the Whitehouse-Crawford Restaurant at 55 
West Cherry Street on the day of the tour.  AAUW Walla Walla members will also have tickets 
available for purchase. 
 
Participants will tour 8 remarkable remodeled or new kitchens including some older homes which 
have been remodeled to reflect the historic character of the house while creating efficient 
kitchens, as well as new homes with completely modern materials and design.  
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A must-see kitchen this year is a new bed & breakfast that’s been creating buzz throughout the 
valley. Tour goers will get a peek behind the scenes of this beautiful property. 
 
This year’s tour again features exciting raffle opportunities of goods and services generously 
donated by community members and businesses. Raffle tickets are $5.00 each and will be sold 
at selected kitchens on the tour. 
 
The kick-off location is at the historic Whitehouse-Crawford Restaurant at 55 West Cherry Street 
between 12 -2 pm. Present your ticket to receive your Tour Guide and map for this self-guided 
tour. You may also purchase your tickets at the kick-off. Kitchens will be open to visit until 5:00 
pm.  
 
The annual Kitchen Tour is one of two fundraisers for the Walla Walla affiliate with proceeds from 
the tour going towards scholarships to local women continuing their college educations, 
opportunities for college women to attend leadership conferences, Tech Trek Science Camp 
scholarships and local community grants for educational projects 
 
For more information visit our web site: http://wallawalla-wa.aauw.net 
 
 

http://wallawalla-wa.aauw.net/
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State Officers 
 

Role Name E-mail address 

President Judy Prince president@aauw-wa.org 

Vice-President Karen Anderson vp@aauw-wa.org  

VP of Finance Marziah Kiehn finance@aauw-wa.org  

Secretary Susie Johnson records@aauw-wa.org  

Membership  membership@aauw-wa.org  

Program Director Mary Williams programs@aauw-wa.org  

College and University 
Relations Director 

Delancey Lane collegerelations@aauw-wa.org  

AAUW Funds  funds@aauw-wa.org  

Special Projects Fund Judy Rogers specproj@aauw-wa.org 

Public Policy Karen Anderson advocacy@aauw-wa.org  

Nominations  nominations@aauw-wa.org  

Bylaws Yvonne Berliner bylaws@aauw-wa.org  

Tech Trek Karen Manelis  techtrek@aauw-wa.org  

Communications Director Kyle McEligot communications@aauw-wa.org  

Newsletter Editor Melinda Hearsey evergreenleader@aauw-wa.org  

Webmaster Leslie Roubal webmaster@aauw-wa.org 

Social Media Mary Letterman fb@aauw-wa.org  
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