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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN OF WASHINGTON STATE 

ENDORSES INITIATIVE 594 CAMPAIGN TO CLOSE THE BACKGROUND CHECK 

LOOPHOLE 

 

**Media Availability: President of American Association of University Women (AAUW) of 

Washington State Available for Interview upon Request** 
 

(Seattle, WA) – Today, the American Association of University Women of Washington State formally 

announced its endorsement of Initiative 594 to close the background check loophole and make sure every 

gun purchased in Washington goes through the same background check. 

 

Contact the Washington Alliance for Gun Responsibility to request an interview with AAUW 

Washington President Kelvie Comer. 

 

At its all-member leadership meeting on August 22, the AAUW Washington Board of Directors voted to 

both endorse Initiative 594 and oppose Initiative 591, the gun lobby initiative that would roll back the 

current background check laws in Washington State. 

 

“Today, on National Voter Registration Day, I urge all Washington voters to stand up in support Initiative 

594 by registering to vote in this November’s election,” said Kelvie Comer, AAUW Washington 

president. “Gun violence has a disproportionate impact on women in domestic violence situations, and 

the AAUW Washington is committed to policies that will help save the lives of domestic violence victims 

— this includes passing Initiative 594, the only initiative on the ballot this year that will reduce crime and 

save lives.” 

 

The board decided that its guiding public policy principles and priorities called for an endorsement of 

594, the common-sense initiative that will reduce crime and help save lives. AAUW Washington 

promotes the economic, social and physical well-being of all persons, particularly women and girls. 

Critical to the well-being of all persons is freedom from violence. AAUW Washington’s endorsement of 

Initiative 594 comes on national voter registration today, and right before Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month in October. 

 

The current loophole in Washington law allows domestic abusers, who would be denied a gun sale 

through a background check, to buy a gun at a gun show or from an unlicensed seller online without a 

background check and with no questions asked. When domestic abusers are given easy access to guns 

without a background check, a domestic violence situation is much more likely to end in fatality. 
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Additionally, in states with background checks on all handgun sales, 38% fewer women are shot to 

death by their intimate partners. Since 1998, the federal background check system in Washington has 

blocked more than 40,000 sales to prohibited purchasers. More than 6,000 of those blocked sales were 

potential sales to domestic abusers. Closing the background check loophole that allows these same 

individuals to buy a gun without a background check will reduce crime and help save the lives of women 

in domestic violence situations. 

 

About the American Association of University Women 

 

The American Association of University Women is the nation’s leading voice promoting equity and 

education for women and girls. Since our founding in 1881, AAUW members have examined and taken 

positions on the fundamental issues of the day — educational, social, economic, and political. Endorsing 

I-594 is just one example of how AAUW Washington advances that mission. 

  

About The Washington Alliance for Gun Responsibility 

 

The Washington Alliance for Gun Responsibility is a coalition of concerned citizens and organizations 

working together to forge commonsense solutions to reduce gun violence. We support the Second 

Amendment right of citizens to own guns. We also believe with that right comes basic responsibilities. As 

a society we are responsible for keeping guns out of the hands of criminals and promoting solutions that 

reduce gun violence. 
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