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Embassy Suites Hotel Portland Airport—Portland, Oregon 
 

 
Kelvie C. Comer and Barbara Sando, AAUW-WA Co-Presidents 

 

State Convention . . . those words always send a shiver up our spines! It’s an opportunity to come 
together with friends from across the state, meet new friends, greet AAUW leaders (or travel visitors, as we 
referred to them years ago) and other speakers, and  catch up on the business of the state at the business 
sessions. This year you can count on an even bigger shiver, since our convention is with Oregon! While the 
titles of the visitors from D.C. have changed, the message is the same:  we want you and members of your 
branch to come to convention to Portland from April 25—April 27! 

Check out the list of headquarters AAUWers coming to convention on page 3. These exceptional women 
will be joined by national AAUW board and committee members Rebecca Norlander and Val Sanford, both 
from Washington State. Add keynote speaker and pay equity advocate Lily Ledbetter, U. S. Senator Jeff 
Merkley (D-Ore.), Washington State Senator Karen Keiser (D-33rd Dist.), and Oregon Labor Commissioner 
Brad Avakian, and students who attended NCCWSL conferences and you have a powerful and delightful set 
of convention leaders. 
 

What a convention this will be from start to finish. The Convention Planning Team has been working day 
and night to assure that you come to Portland excited about what you are going to do and leave ready to 
share with your branch the outstanding programs, speakers, and events. This team includes the local 
arrangements committee, program committee, and funds development team, made up of members from 
Oregon and Washington. Hats off to AAUW-WA Program Vice President Emily Hitchens, and Kay McMurry, 
Klaras Ihnken, Fran Capa, Cathlin Starke, and Lynne Dissinger—all have taken lead roles in helping make 
this joint convention an experience for you to remember. 
 

The usual and ever-popular features will be there. There’s a silent auction on Saturday with proceeds 
supporting AAUW Funds. Check out the Showcase of Success featuring branch success stories. There will be 
an AAUW Funds celebration and recognition luncheon and a Saturday evening gala with the keynote speech 
from Linda Hallman.  
 

Special thanks go to the Vancouver and Hudson’s Bay branches for their support. This convention is 
strongly supported by the Portland Interbranch Council and both these branches are members. Barbara and 
I will see you in Portland.  Go on, you are itching to go. Besides, you really want to hear Lisa Maatz again, 
we know you do. She’s irresistible!   
 

Register today. Hotel reservations close on April 3, more than three weeks before convention.  
Embassy Suites will pamper you with in-room amenities, a daily complimentary full-service breakfast buffet, 
and wine reception. The location is central to transportation, sights, and shopping, so sign up for a room 
now. And, while you are doing that, sign up for convention; you’ll be happy you did! 
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Convention Schedule At a Glance 
Friday, April 25 
8:00 A.M.   Registration opens 
9:00 A.M.   Oregon and Washington board meetings 
1:00-4:00 P.M.  Bring Out the Leader in You! - BOLY 
1:00-4:00 P.M.  Enrichment Tours and Activity 
4 P.M.- 5:45 P.M.  Meet, Greet and Network - no host 
6:00 P.M.   Convention Opening Ceremony 
6:30 P.M.   Dinner 
7:30 P.M.   Town Hall - open to the public 
   Moderator - Lisa Maatz 
   Panelists - Lilly Ledbetter, U. S. Senator Jeff Merkley (D–Ore.), Wash. State 
   Senator Karen Keiser (D-33rd Dist.),  Ore. Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian 
Saturday, April 26 
7:00 A.M.  Boost Your Brain Cells Workout 
8:00 A.M.   Registration opens 
8:00 A.M.   Silent Auction and Showcase of Success Set Up 
8:30 A.M.   Oregon and Washington State Business Meetings 
10:00 A.M.  Silent Auction Opens 
10:15 A.M.   Counterparts 
11:30 A.M.   Workshops 
1:00 P.M.   AAUW Funds Luncheon 
2:45 P.M.   Workshops 
5:00 P.M.   Legacy Circle reception - hosted 
5:30 P.M.   Pre-gala reception - no host 
6:00 P.M.   Silent auction ends 
6:30 P.M.   Gala - Keynote Speaker: Linda Hallman 
 

Sunday, April 27 
9:00-10:15 A.M. Workshops 
10:30-11:45 A.M.  STEM and Tech Trek Plenary 
Noon   Lunch and installation of branch and state officers with Linda Hallman 

 

The Showcase of Success  
All branches may bring and share displays at the state convention which show their programs, projects and 
activities. If your branch has had a successful program, project or event featuring pay equity, the major 
focus of this convention, you are encouraged to share it with the convention attendees. The showcase 
serves as a way for AAUW members to see the many ways branches support our mission. Floor, tabletop 
and wall displays can be accommodated, but the room size may necessarily limit display space to 3-4 feet 
in width per branch display. The room will be open each convention day. For application, please visit the 
AAUW-WA web site at aauw-wa.aauw.net.  
 

Silent Auction Baskets , Bags or Items 
 

Branches and individuals are encouraged to submit items for the silent auction table. Gather your great 
donations. Remember—people will be traveling and bags pack better than baskets. Come up with fun ideas 
that celebrate your local community. Proceeds from donated auction items will support AAUW Funds, split 
between Educational Opportunities Fund (old EF) and Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF). AAUW is a 501( c) (3) 
public charity. Please contact Deb Frick, joint state silent auction coordinator, by April 15. For more 
information and donation form, you may email her at debfrick@live.com. If mailing item (gift certificate, 
etc.), send to Deb Frick, 5141 SE 16th Dr, Gresham OR 97080.  
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AAUW  Visitors of Note 
 

Linda D. Hallman is the executive director and chief executive officer of the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW). For more than 25 years, Hallman has made her 
mark as an association innovator. She has led a variety of associations, focusing on 
creating high-performance individuals, teams, programs, and governance in the fields of 
aging, health care, and horticulture.  
Hallman is a frequent speaker on women’s issues, finance, leadership, and management, 
and she’s an expert on creating extraordinary membership experiences and cultures, 
organizational strategies, alliance building, and fundraising. In 2013, she was recognized 
as one of 100 Women Leaders in STEM by STEMConnector.  

 

Lisa Maatz is the Vice President of Government Relations at AAUW. Since 1881, AAUW has 
been the nation's leading voice promoting equity for all women and girls through research, 
education, advocacy and philanthropy. As AAUW's top policy adviser, she is working to 
advance AAUW’s priority issues on Capitol Hill, in the White House, and in coalition with 
other organizations. Maatz has been with AAUW since 2003. During that time, she also spent 
16 months serving concurrently as the interim director of the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund.  
 

 
Deepti Gudipati is the Director of Member Leadership Programs at AAUW. Deepti leads a 
team that creates and manages leadership programs for AAUW’s members and plans 
AAUW’s national convention. She is also leading AAUW’s efforts to expand its portfolio of 
programs for women in leadership. Deepti has devoted much of the last 10 years to 
understanding how to build healthy teams and manage change in organizations. She is an 
experienced facilitator and has led training programs for groups of all shapes and sizes. 
She’s also a budding storyteller and amateur photographer.  
 

Keynote Speaker 
Lilly Ledbetter was born in a house with no running water or electricity in the small town of Possum Trot, 
Alabama. She knew that she was destined for something more, and in 1979, with two 
young children at home and over the initial objections of her husband, Charles, Lilly applied 
for her dream job at the Goodyear tire factory. Although the only women she’d seen there 
were secretaries in the front offices, she got the job—one of the first women hired at the 
management level. 17 years later, her dream job went off track with the discovery of unfair 
pay practices. That led to lawsuits that, eight years later, ended at the U.S. Supreme Court 
and the dramatic moment when Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg read her dissent from the 
bench, urging Lilly to fight back. And fight Lilly did, becoming the namesake of Barack 
Obama's first official piece of legislation as president. Today, she is a tireless advocate for 
change, traveling the country to urge women and minorities to claim their civil rights.  
 

Ledbetter is the co-author of Grace and Grit: My Fight for Equal Pay and Fairness at Goodyear and Beyond, 
published in February 2012.  

 

Watch for a regular issue of The Evergreen Leader  
with information about proposed bylaws changes,  

candidates for statewide offices and other convention business.  
The issue will be out approximately four—six weeks prior to the election.  
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Workshops and More 

 

Saturday Morning from 7 to 8 a.m., room to be announced. 
 

Boost Your Brain Cells Workout – Strap on a pair of sneakers and join us for an up-beat pre-
conference workout. All exercise is seated or standing and appropriate for every fitness level. No 
monotonous techno beat here! If you love Chuck Berry and Nancy Sinatra, this is your class. Class format 
will include a little cardio, a little strength training and a lot of wonderful stretching!  Taught by Lisa 
Stuebing, who is certified to teach both Silver Sneakers and Enhance Fitness.  

 

Saturday Morning - 11:30 A.M. - 12:45 P.M.  Choose one of four events—A, B, C, or D 
 

A -  No More Wandering in the Dark:  
 How to Target New AAUW Members with Wisdom and Precision  
Presenter: Deepti Gudipati, Director, AAUW Member Leadership Programs  
This workshop is about new member recruitment. But rather than jumping straight to recruitment tactics 
and techniques, it takes you through an in-depth exploration of who, precisely you are targeting. 
Ultimately, you’ll walk away with a list of specific  recruitment and engagement strategies, built from a 
thorough understanding of your target audiences.  
 
B -  Advocacy Plus  
 

Presenter: Lisa Maatz, AAUW Vice President of Governmental Relations and top policy adviser.  
 
C -  Impact of Social Media on Women and Women in Technology 
 

Presenter: Rebecca Norlander, AAUW Board of Directors. Rebecca has a 23-year career in technology as 
an engineer, executive, and entrepreneur. She’s a lifelong technologist and GeekGirl.  
 

Social Media - the buzzword of the decade! Like it? Hate it? Don’t get it? Come talk about how social 
media is the gateway drug to get more women in tech – the good, the bad, and how we create it. How 
would we like to see social media used for good in AAUW and how we’ll personally affect that. Discussion 
will be interactive and fun.  
 
D -  Panel - College/University Relations  
 

Facilitators: Kate Aultman—AAUW-Wash. C/U relations chair, and Joyce Zook, AAUW-Ore. co-president-
elect.  
Panelists: Samaura Stone, past student advisory council member, MSW student at Portland State Univ.; 
Turea Erwin, director, Women’s Center, Washington State University, Pullman, Wash.;  
Meghan Cusick, 2013 NCCWSL attendee and 2014 ElectHer organizer, Willamette University;  
Senait Habte, assistant director, University of Washington Women’s Center;  
Taran Smith, M.S. counseling, student activities coordinator at Central Oregon Community College  
This panel of C/U representatives and students will describe their experiences with AAUW college and 
university programs and projects, including the Student Advisory Council, NCCWSL, Elect Her, AAUW 
student organizations on campus, $tart $mart workshops and Campus Action Projects. You’ll get 
educational, fun and take home programming tools.  
 
Saturday Afternoon - 2:45 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.  Choose one of three events –E, F, or G 
 

E -  Making Research Matter in the Lives of Women and Girls  
 

Presenter: Linda Hallman, AAUW Executive Director  
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Saturday Afternoon - 2:45 P.M. – 4:00 P.M., (contd.) 
 

F -  The 3 Rs of Membership: Recruiting, Retaining, and Revitalizing  
 

Presenters: 
Penney Hoodenpyle, AAUW of Oregon co-president-elect and member of the AAUW Membership 
Committee;  
Judy Rogers, AAUW—WA membership vice president;  
Sue Klumph, AAUW of Oregon membership vice president.  
Focusing on the 3R’s of branch membership, participants will enjoy networking, sharing, and brainstorming 
what works with fellow branch members! Fun is guaranteed!  
 

G -  Panel - National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL)  
 Be inspired, Be transformed: A conversation with 2012 and 2013 NCCWSL attendees 
 from Oregon and Washington 
 

Facilitator: Samaura Stone, AAUW Student Advisory Council 2012-13, 
       Clinton Global Initiative University, MSW candidate at Portland State University  
Panelists: Natasha Mercado— Lake Washington Institute of Technology;  
Adrianne Schneider— Western Oregon University; Kaitlin Danahoe— Pacific Lutheran University;  
Meghan Cusick—Willamette University; and Maria Saucedo, Washington State University.  
 

Find out why every woman college leader should attend this annual conference in June, which attracts over 
1,000 student leaders from around the country. Catch up with former NCCWSL attendees from Oregon and 
Washington. Hear about their experiences at the conference, how it inspired, transformed and strengthened 
their leadership skills. There will be time to ask questions of the panelists.  
 
Sunday Morning - 9:00 A.M. - 10:15 A.M. Choose one of three events—H, I, J 
 

H -  Designing Engaging Meetings  

Presenter: Deepti Gudipati, AAUW Member Leadership Programs Director  
Tired of being in boring meetings where you learn almost nothing? Unsure of how to liven up your state 
conventions? This workshop teaches you how to design meetings that inspire. It lays out a seven-step 
process that will transform all types of meetings–staff, board, or branch meetings; conference sessions; 
workshops; keynote speeches; or panel discussions. Get ready–meetings will never be the same!  
 

I -  Building Bridges: Using branch programming to connect your branch 
       and community with AAUW  
 

Presenter: Pat Ross, former AAUW—Texas president and program vice president; current president of the 
Daytona Beach (Fla.) Branch, member of the AAUW branch program resources committee and Legacy Circle 
chair for Florida.  
We all want branch programs to be appealing, interesting, and effective. Focusing on developing good, 
mission-based programs keeps members active and helps your branch effectively recruit new members. If 
you want an easy guide to selecting, planning, and implementing programs that will energize your branch, 
this workshop is for you. Participants will get hands-on experience creating mission-based programs. You 
won’t want to miss this session, which combines learning, fun, and take-home programming tools.  
 

J -  Bridging the Pay Equity Gap with $tart $mart  
 

Presenter: Linda O’Hara, WAGE Project Regional Field Manager—Pacific Northwest for $tart $mart  
 and STEM liaison for AAUW of Oregon  
View content taken directly from the $tart $mart workshop, and learn why salary negotiation is important. 
Discover strategies in the form of “do’s and don’ts” during the job interview, along with what you should do 
to prepare for the interview in the first place.  
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Convention Housing  
Embassy Suites Portland Airport is the headquarters for the 2014 Oregon—Washington Joint AAUW 
Convention. The hotel is located at 7900 NE 82nd St. Portland, Ore. It is situated on the corner of NE 82nd 
Ave. and Airport Way.  

All rooms are comfortable, two-room suites with refrigerator and 
microwave. The majority of rooms feature two double beds and a fold-
out couch. Suites with a king size bed are also available. A complete 
buffet breakfast and an evening wine reception are included in the 
room price. The hotel features a 24-hour fitness center, indoor pool, a 
spa tub and many other amenities. WiFi is available for a small fee. 
The room rate is $129 per night plus 14.5% tax. The hotel is close to 
Cascade Station, the home of IKEA and other well-known stores.  
You may make your reservations by calling 1-800-821-5879 or  
503-460-3000. Be sure to mention the code word AUW. (This is not 
a misprint—the hotel system only allows a three letter code.)  You 

may also register online at www.embassysuitesportlandairport.com using the following instructions:  
1—Select your Stay Information  2—Click on “Add Special Rate Code”, fill in Group Code box with AUW.  
3—Click on Check Availability. From there you can select the room type and complete your reservation.  
 

Reservations must be made by April 3, 2014.  
 

Enrichment Activities – Friday, April 25  
Meet at 1 P.M. in hotel lobby unless otherwise noted. All activities will end by 4 P.M. 

 

Lan Su Chinese Garden - Take a tour of Portland’s garden and receive information on plants, carvings, 
rocks and other elements typical of a Chinese garden. Admission is $9.50 adults/$8.50 seniors. You may 
choose to have tea after the tour in the garden’s tea house. Transportation will be by MAX train. (Adult all-
day pass - $5, Senior - $2) Participants should have lunch prior to boarding MAX.  
 

Multnomah Falls and Vista House Tour - Lunch will be at historic Multnomah Falls Lodge, followed by a 
tour of the recently renovated Vista House overlooking the Gorge. Weather permitting there should be 
stunning views of the Columbia River and the Falls. Transportation will be by car pool.  
 

City Tour Vancouver – Enjoy some of the highlights of Vancouver as we drive past Esther Short Park and 
Clark College, and stop to take a closer look at Providence Academy, the new library, Pearson Air Museum 
and Marshall House on Officers Row at Ft. Vancouver National Site. Transportation will be by Vancouver 
branch members. Eat lunch prior to the tour.  
 

Step into the Future - Put on your walking shoes, grab your water bottle and hop on the bus to tour two 
high schools offering STEM career programs. The first stop will be the Clark County Skills Center, a 
consortium of nine school districts and ESD 112, offering career-related courses in sixteen fields. Second, 
we’ll visit the new Henrietta Lacks Health and Bioscience High School (HeLa High). Partnered with 
PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center, the school offers programs in five specialized fields.  Cost is $13. 
Lunch is NOT included. Send your check for the tour to Klaras Ihnken, 4715 NW Lincoln Avenue, Vancouver, 
WA 98663. Do NOT send it with your convention registration. Checks must be RECEIVED by April 10. 
Minimum number is 20 people. If you have questions, contact Kay McMurry  at kdmcmurry5@msn.com or  
call 360-693-8963.  
 

Introduction to Brain Fitness - with Lisa Stuebing. A fun, interactive and informative workshop. Learn 
through movement and discussion. Wear comfortable clothing and prepare to take notes. Topics include 
brain anatomy and physiology and the links between physical exercise, mental stimulation and memory. Lisa 
is certified by the American Senior Fitness Association and holds an advance certification in senior fitness 
from American Fitness Professionals and Associates. Activity to be held onsite at the hotel. Meet at 
designated room.  
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See registration form sent separately. 
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Mission Statement  

AAUW advances education and equity for women 
and girls through research, education, advocacy 
and philanthropy. 
 
Value Promise 
By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that 
breaks through educational and economic barriers 
so that all women have a fair chance. 
 
Membership in AAUW is open to all graduates who 
hold  an associate (or equivalent), bachelor’s or 
higher degree from a regionally accredited college 
or university. 
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and 
seeks diverse membership. There shall be no 
barriers to full participation on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, 
national origin, disability or class. 
 

 

Address labels for The Evergreen Leader come 
from the AAUW office in Washington, D. C. 
Changes cannot be made by the editor. Send 
address changes to your branch membership vice 
president and to: 
 

AAUW Records Office 
1111 16th St. NW 

Washington DC 20036-4873 
 

You may also change your address through the 
AAUW website, in the Member Center. You will 
need your membership number, which may be 
found on mailing labels from AAUW or obtained 
from your branch membership chair. 

 

AAUW Website: www.aauw.org 
AAUW  Member Helpline: 

1-800-326-AAUW     (326-2289) 
AAUW Help Email: connect@aauw.org 

 

AAUW-Washington Website:  
http://aauw-wa.aauw.net 

 

AAUW Website: aauw.org 


